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Enjoyable learning begins with proper guidance

—A narrative inquiry of effective questioning in college English class

by LIN Huihua

Abstract: Interaction is the key to communication co-operation and constructive learning in college English classroom. To
great extent the quality of interaction depends on the quality of questioning. This paper explores how to question effectively for
interactive and enjoyable learning through the narrative inquiry approach. Two vivid teaching designs and their applications
changing the questioning role and experiencing Socratic questioning are described and interpreted through which the power of
practical classroom stories is released.

Key words: college English; effective questioning; interaction; educational narrative
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Reading and writing crisis: The biggest challenge to the English Major

by ZHANG Shaojie

Abstract: Among the different challenges that the English Major faces is the reading and writing crisis in this new develop—
mental phase of China. The crisis happens in relation to the age of information and yet it is rooted in linguistics and language
teaching. This paper pinpoints that the crisis mirrors the loss of excellent traditions in foreign language education and reflects mis—
conceptions of the role of reading and writing in cultivating high—quality English learners. In order to resolve the crisis it is sug—
gested that what is to be done is to rebuild up the due status of reading and writing to counterbalance the relationship between
reading/writing and listening/speaking in teaching practice and moreover to improve the quality of English learners by placing
a high value on the training of reading and writing abilities.

Key words: reading and writing crisis; reading and writing status; cultivating reading and writing ability; English Major
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An interview with Professor Xia Jimei on the connection between EFL
teacher training and teacher development in China

by LIU Fang

Abstract: Teacher training is one of the most important means of teachers”professional development. In order to see if there
is connection between the two the writer interviewed Prof. XIA Jimei an authorized and professional EFL teacher trainer in Chi—
na. The interview reflects some concern on the issues in the past teacher training design as well as some obstacles in teachers
awareness of autonomous development through some on — site reflective activities in the teacher training workshops designed and
conducted by Prof. XIA in the past two years. The writer hopes that the quality of EFL teacher training can be improved so as to
promote teachers” professional development more effectively in the future practice.

Key words: teacher training; teacher development; career planning



